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ISO 105 Series
Textiles — Tests for colour fastness (multi-part series)

D O C U M E N T QES-WP-149, Rev B DAT E November 7, 2026

I S S U E D  BY International Organization for Standardization
(ISO/TC 38)

P R E PA R E D  BY Conner Davidson

E D I T I O N Parts revised separately; cite the part and year STAT U S  C H EC K E D October 24, 2026

I N D U ST R I E S Textiles & Materials O N L I N E qesisbest.com/standard-iso-105.html

C U R R E N T  E D I T I O N The international counterpart to the AATCC methods, and rarely numerically identical to them.

What It Covers

Color fastness tests grouped by lettered parts: A (general principles and gray scales), B (light and weathering), C

(washing), E (water and perspiration), X (rubbing and other) and J (instrumental color measurement).

Who It Applies To

Mills, brands, and laboratories working to European and international buyer specifications.

Key Requirements What an Auditor Asks to See

Where Systems Fall Short

How QES helps. Method maps that show where ISO and AATCC results can and cannot be compared. See the gap assessment:

qesisbest.com/services.html#gap-assessment · +1 (401) 246-3204 · mweeden@qesisbest.com

Sources, checked October 24, 2026. ISO — ISO 105 series search — www.iso.org/search.html?q=ISO%20105.

A summary for orientation, prepared by Quality Excellence Services. It does not reproduce or replace the standard or regulation: read the official text,

which governs. Not legal advice.

ISO 105-A02 and A03 gray scales for change in color and

staining.

ISO 105-B02 light fastness with a xenon arc lamp.

ISO 105-C06 domestic and commercial laundering; ISO

105-E04 perspiration; ISO 105-X12 rubbing.

A written equivalence analysis before substituting an ISO

method for an AATCC one.

Which method each buyer specifies, and the

evidence of equivalence when a different one was

used.

Treating ISO and AATCC ratings as interchangeable.

ISO 105 Series · QES-WP-149 Rev B Page 1 of 1

https://qesisbest.com/standard-iso-105.html
https://qesisbest.com/services.html#gap-assessment
https://www.iso.org/search.html?q=ISO%20105

